European Pear pyrus communis

European pears should be planted in full sun with well-drained soil. They should
be harvested when still firm, as they will continue to ripen at room temperature or in
the refrigerator after picking. Allowing pears to fully ripen on the tree can result in gritty
texture and poor flavor (Iowa State University Extension and Outreach). To check for
readiness, gently squeeze the neck of the pear — it should have a slight give when ripe.
Different cultivars have their best uses: some are ideal for fresh eating, while others are
better suited for baking, canning, or preserving.

Ayers

USDA Zone: 5-9

Harvest: Mid-August to early September
Flavor: Sweet, mild, buttery texture

Fruit: Medium size; yellow skin with occasional
red blush

Tree Size (Semi-Dwarf): 1218 ft tall x 1015 ft
wide

Pollination: Self-fertile; production improves
with a pollinizer

Bartlett

USDA Zone: 5-9

Harvest: Mid-August to early September
Flavor: Sweet, juicy, classic pear flavor

Fruit: Large; yellow when ripe with traditional
pear shape

Tree Size (Semi-Dwarf): 1218 ft tall x 1015 ft
wide

Pollination: Partially self-fertile; improved
yields with cross-pollination

Golden Russet Bosc

USDA Zone: 5-9

Harvest: Late August to September

Flavor: Sweet, rich, firm flesh

Fruit: Elongated; russeted golden-brown skin
Tree Size (Semi-Dwarf): 1218 ft tall x 10-15 ft
wide

Pollination: Requires cross-pollination




Harrowsweet

USDA Zone: 4—8

Harvest: Late September (approximately 3
weeks after Bartlett)

Flavor: Sweet, juicy, dessert quality

Fruit: Medium to large; yellow with light red
blush

Tree Size (Semi-Dwarf): 12-16 ft tall x 10-14 ft
wide

Pollination: Requires cross-pollination

Kieffer

USDA Zone: 4-9

Harvest: Mid-September to October

Flavor: Mildly sweet; firm texture

Fruit: Large; yellow with occasional red blush,
oval shape

Tree Size (Semi-Dwarf): 1218 ft tall x 1015 ft
wide

Pollination: Self-fertile

Moonglow

USDA Zone: 5-8

Harvest: Early to mid-August

Flavor: Mild, sweet, low grit

Fruit: Medium to large; smooth yellow skin
Tree Size (Semi-Dwarf): 1218 ft tall x 1015 ft
wide

Pollination: Requires cross-pollination

Potomac

USDA Zone: 5—-8

Harvest: Late August to early September
Flavor: Mild, buttery, sub-acid

Fruit: Medium size; green skin with light blush
Tree Size (Semi-Dwarf): 12-16 ft tall x 10-14 ft
wide

Pollination: Benefits from cross-pollination

Tree size, harvest dates, and fruit characteristics may vary depending on climate, soil conditions, cultural
practices, and rootstock. Flavor descriptions represent general characteristics.
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